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UGC chiefflags faculty
shortage ininstitutions

RADHIKA PASRIJA
TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 23
UGC Chairman Prof Mami-
dala Jagadesh Kumar has
highlighted the distressed
situation ofhighereducation
institutions as far as faculty
recruitment is concerned.
“There are over 80 per cent
vacancies of teaching faculty
in HEIs due to which the
quality of education has
gone for a toss. We do not
have enough teachersto pro-
mote research and innova-
tion, which is the need of the
hour,” he said, while inter-
acting with mediapersons
on the second day of the two-
day wvice-chancellors’ con-
ference at Panjab University.
He said students had been
eagerly waiting for the
implementation of NEP 2020
in their respective institu-
tions. Talking about inclu-
sion of regional languages
and history, hesaid, “An apex
committee has been formed
for the availability of text-
books in every language and
experts have been identified

Says 80% vacancies |
taking toll on quality
of education

RESEARCH HIT TOO

®8Wedo nothave enough
teachersto promote
research andinnovation,
&~ whichis the need
& of thehour. 99

- Prof Mamidala
Jagadesh Kumar,

UGCCHIEF

portal. NEPreforms focuson
permitting students to
attempt exams in their local
language to allow them to
express better.”

Responding to Chandigarh
Trbune query related to the
fake universities and bogus
certificates, he said, “It is a
serious problem and we have
been wamning the state gov-
ernments against the mush-
rooming of such institutions.
The academic bank of credits
is an initiative of the MoE
where students and employ-
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Dignitaries at a conference on NEP 2020 at Panjab University, Chandigarh. TRIBUNE PHOTO: VICKY

AtVCs meet, UGC chiefsays
zeal toimplement NEP visible

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

CHANDIGARH, NOVEMBER 22
The two-day northern zone
vice-chancellors’ conference
on the implementation of
NEP-2020 commenced at
Panjab University (PU) today.
The event is being organised
by PU in collaboration with
the University Grants Com-
mission (UGC) and the Cen-
tral University of Haryana
(CUH).

The welcome address was
delivered by PU Vice-Chan-
cellor Prof Renu Vig, who
said the university was tak-
ing all necessary measures to
implement the policy from

the forthcoming session.

CUH Vice-Chancellor Prof
Tankeshwar Kumar outlined
the fact that outcome-based
education was the prime
objective of the NEP. “The
policy aims at making our
students employers, not job-
seekers,” he said.

The opening remarks by
UGC chairman Prof Mami-
dala Jagadesh @ Kumar
emphasised that zeal among
students as well as institu-
tions to introduce the NEP
was visible. “Students are
ready to experiment with
multiple entry and exit
options and opt for multidis-
ciplinary courses, but our

rigid education system is
not,” he said. It was impor-
tant to allow the NEP to seep
into our education ecosystem
to be socdally and culturally
progressive, he added.

The inaugural address was
delivered by Haryana Gover-
nor Bandaru Dattatreya, who
highlighted the importance
of technology, innovationand
research, and adapting one-
self to the changing times.
“Students donot take outdat-
ed faculty seriously,” he said
mockingly. The implementa-
tion of the NEP was impor-
tant to achieve the objective
of “Atmanirbhar Bharat”, he
added.
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