ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

There have been many individuals who have inspired and motivated me in pursuit of
this research. | take this opportunity to thank all of them from the bottom of my heart.
I would like to thank our Honorable V.C. Prof. R.C. Kuhad. First and foremost, I thank
my respected supervisor, Dr. Chanchal Kumar Sharma, Assistant Professor in the
Department of Political Science, Central University of Haryana, Mahendergarh, for
guiding this research work and for his whole hearted support, encouragement, guidance
and strictness throughout the course of the research work.

The title of the dissertation takes inspiration from the work of Wilfried Swenden and
Arjan H. Schakel who first used the expression “The BJP as the New Congress?” in
their recent publication in the journal Government and Opposition (CUP).

Secondly, | am very thankful to Dr. Satish Kumar Singh, Head of the Department of
Political Science (CUH), for his encouragement and support. | also thank all my
eminent teachers at the Department of Political Science namely, Dr. Rajeev Kumar
Singh and Dr. Raghvendra Partap Singh. | take this opportunity to thank all the teaching
and non-teaching staff of Central University of Haryana for their wholehearted
cooperation in the pursuit of this research work. | would extend my warmest gratitude
to Dr. Rajeev Kumar Singh who treated me as guardian.

I would also like to express my heartfelt thanks to the faculty of Banaras Hindu
University Prof. R.P. Pathak, Prof. Amarnath Mohanty, Prof. Ahok Kumar Upadhyay
and Dr. Abhinav Sharma for their constant encouragement and appreciation for the
work.

| also take this opportunity to acknowledge the help of my seniors and friends: Asutosh
Kumar Aahire, Inderjeet Singh, Prabhpreet Singh, Shahzad, Shivendra, Vimlesh,
Bhawna, Anwita, Poonam, Neetu, Nitu Singh, Nitish, Chandra and Chakradhari Pandey
for their material and moral help throughout the pursuit of research.

Finally and most importantly, I express my heartfelt gratitude to my beloved parents,
Bijay Bhagat and Kalawati Bhagat and family members especially my younger brother
Sunny Bhagat for their moral support.

Naturally, I bear all of the shortcomings and inaccuracies in this dissertation.

Santosh Kumar Bhagat



