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‘Learning in mother tongue will
help kids grasp better, stay rooted’

Malini.Menon
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: How will students
adapt to their mother tongue
being the medium of instruc-
tion in schools till Class 57 This
question has been reverberat-
ing in the virtual school and
parent groups ever since the
Natlonal Educational Policy
(NEP) has been approved by the
Cabinet in July 2020.
Addressing the concern,
Education Minister Ramesh
Pohkriyal Nishank at a panel
discussion on the NEP, organ-
ised as part of the Keep
Learning programme, an in-
itlative of The Times of In-
dia, powered by BYJU's, said
a study of the synergistic ef-
fect — language acquisition,
cultural understanding and
scholastic ability — and scl-
entific reasoning has led to
the mother tongue being pro-
posed as the medium of 1n-
struction for primary classes.

World over, mother tongue
as instructional medium
“The prelude of the mother
tongue will bring the school
closer to home. Hence, with
Instructions given In the
mother tongue, a primary
school student will be able to
express freely, creatively and
vociferously,” Pokhrival said.

About the concern among
parents on how kids will be
globally competitive, he said,
“The world has embraced the
use of local languages while
imparting education. Even
the UNESCO proposes that
countries should revive the
local languages among the
millennials. So, while nothing
is being imposed, the educa-
tors need to explore and em-
brace the transformation
with an open mind."

Taking examples of coun-
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dfai. We live In a cosmopolitan india, where people
from different states with different languages
EI and cultures work and communicate in sync
While the educational reforms are welcome, lan-

guage politics need to be Kept aslde.
SARASWATHI LAXMAN, advertising professional, mother of 7-yr-old

ster Ramesh Pokhriyal addresses NEP queries
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of Instruction and confusing children, it can be
 retained as a language option so that it serves
" the purpose of cultural education.

RUPALI NAZ, news anchor, mother of 4-yr-old

India being a cultural potpourr! with people
migrating across states, the mother tongue policy
will be a political statement, rather than an edu-
cational reform. Hence, there IS no reason to
deviate from English as the main source of
confusing children

instruction and

further.

MANU SINHA, IT professional, father of 9-yr-old

In my teaching journey in three states, I have

witnessed the struggle faced by children In

grasping basic concepts in English. The helpless-

ness of parents to assist Kids due to the same

reason Is not allen to me. This is why the mother
tongue as a medium of instruction resonates with me.

PRIVANKA SINGH VINAYAK, teacher, DPS, Vasant Vihar

tries using the mother tongue
as the Instructional medium,
Pokhriyal said, “Japan, Ger-
many and many others pro-
vide education In their local
languages and in no way are
thelr students lagging be-
hind.”

No more report cards

Discarding the score-based re-
port card system, Pokhriyal
sald ‘progress cards’ will be
Introduced. “It will consider a
360-degree check, carrying as-
sossments by kids themselves,
peers, teachers and parents in

UPCOMING WEBINAR

Webinar on

Natoral [m] ¥ =]
Educa y
Policy - A poli- W‘-

cy to nurture E

well rounded
learning' on Sunday, 10th
January 2021, lam. To access
information on more such top-
ics and to register for the webi-
nar log on to www.TimesKeep
Learning.com, give a missed
call on 9555977000 or scan the
OR code
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a collaborative way,” he said.

EXPERTS ON MOTHER TONGUE

During the early development
process, the brain adapts to
the mother tongue at a time
when it is storing emotional
and visual Information.
Hence, 1t helps in the ease of
expression, development of
personal, soclal and cultural
identity, sald Dr Sameer Mal-
hotra, psychiatrist.
Corroborating Dr Malho-
tra, psychologist Anubha
Doshl, sald, “while sclence
proves Kids should be exposed
to multiple languages, schools
areanyway doingso with Eng-
lish being the main Instruc-
tional medium and language
options also existing along-
side. So why change the in-
structional medinum when kids
are anyway multi-lingual?”
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CUH TO SET UP RESEARCH CHAIR

Mahendragarh: The Central University of Haryana (CUH) has
decided to set up Kamdhenu research chair to make the future
generations scientifically aware of the use and importance of cows.
“The role of cows has beenimportantin Indian culture. So, there is
an urgent need to educate the younger generation about the
agricultural, health, social and environmental importance of
indigenous cows. The chair will focus on the importance of cows for
humanity, " said Vice-Chancellor Prof RC Kuhad.
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CUH PROF IS FELLOW OF NASI

Mahendragarh: Prof Neelam Sangwan, Head of the
Department of Biochemistry, Central University of
Haryana (CUH), has been elected as a fellow of the
National Academy of Sciences, India, (NASI) for the year
2021. She is recognised for her outstanding contributions
inthe area of medicinal and aromatic plants. Her
research is focused upon on the traditional ayurvedic
plants such as ashwagnadha, brahmi, and tulsi to

know about its natural drug products and how these

are synthesised by plants.

Che Tribune

Mon, 25 January 2021
https://epaper.tribun¢ )
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CUH HOLDS LECTURE ON BOSE

Rohtak: The Central University of Haryana (CUH) organised
an online lecture over Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose on his
birth anniversary. Pratap Singh Malik, an RSS leader, was
the key speaker while Vice-Chancellor Prof RC Kuhad
presided over the event. Malik said the contribution of
Netaji and his Azad Hind Fauj could never be forgotten
when it comes to India's struggle for independence.
Through his might, he created such conditions that the
British had to leave India, he said.
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