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The present study focuses on exploring and understanding the Meo girls’ experiences 

of resistance, schooling and change and breaking their cultural boundaries, as well as, 

escaping their marginality in the schools in Mewat. In India, most of the sociological 

studies focus attention to what happens within the school and within the classrooms in 

everyday contexts. This helps to understand several nuances within school, such as, 

prevalent inequalities, status of equal opportunities, quality of education etc. more 

minutely, as compared to traditional research, which focuses on standard technique, 

or, set of techniques. The present study has been done in context of what goes on 

within schools and classrooms in everyday life contexts. This is because, 

educationists and researchers largely tend to neglect everyday lived experience in the 

process of schooling- where student engage within themselves, with teachers, and, 

other school personnel, that ultimately shapes their meaning making in the process of 

education. In fact, understanding the experiences of education, provides broader 

analysis of the process of educational systems where access, quality, equity and 

similar other factors works. As a result, what goes on in the life of students at schools 

becomes significant. Therefore, the researcher felt it important to understand schools- 

focusing participants in the process of schooling, i.e., students, teachers, community 

members and other participants, so as to unravel, how they negotiate with them. The 

purpose for deciding to do this was to examine the socio-political and cultural 

contexts of such meaning making, and not just to provide description of how meaning 

is produced by different stakeholders in school. Giroux and Simon (2000; 1541) 

emphasize school is a place, where, ‘meaning is produced through constructions of 

forms of power, experiences and identities that needs to be analyzed for their wider 

political and cultural significance’. Therefore, it was necessary to pay attention to 

socio-political and cultural forces, which shape school experience in varied social 

contexts.  
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There are various ways by which the agencies of schooling could be understood. One 

way to understand it, is the assertion of students, where, they rebel, question and go 

against the norms of school, challenge authority and so on. The other ways of 

understanding is, to unfold the forms and roles of agencies, that remain covered, and, 

do not always directly expressed, but, remain embedded in the student culture, and, 

exert far reaching consequences, that reflect through the students’ perspectives, 

attitudes, world-views and so on. At this level, students seek to assert their 

independence, from ideological and indoctrinated characteristic phenomenon of 

school processes. With this understanding, the study tries to examine different 

agencies of schools that discipline, punctualize, constrain and shape experiences of 

the students in multiple ways. Keeping this in mind, the researcher thought it to be 

imperative to unearth, unpack and unravel the world of Meo girl students’ culture in 

formal school setup. This was also important because students construct their own 

perception of several factors that contribute to create important aspects of ‘life’ at 

school. Gender plays a very significant role that is often contradicted and contested 

which has tried to be uncovered. The location of the schools especially, in the Mewat 

region, undoubtedly, shape and provide meaning to perception of students. Hence, the 

voice of students in the meaning making processes of schooling was essentially 

understood to unravel the aspirations, and, perspectives of Meo girl children so as to 

reach the analysis correctly, and also, to understand the ways by which students 

negotiate and interpret the principles of school- as imagined by the authorities, and, as 

perceived by them. Thus, it was important to understand how are different concerns of 

Meo girls expressed in the everyday contexts of school? How do they negotiate and 

contest in different settings viz. a viz. life at school and life at home? How do they try 

to realize their goals? How do teacher, parents and other personnel contribute to the 

complex experience of Meo girl students? What forms of identities are constructed in 

different settings? 

In these contexts, the present research has been conceived and formulated on a wide 

canvas of Meo girls in India, in context of their individual as well as collective 

significant existence. It directly or indirectly relates to their identity, freedom, equality 

and meaning making in context of their life situations and aspirations. All these issues 

are intertwined and impinge upon each-other. Thus, the researcher believed it to be 
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important to understand the education of Meos in the context of their total society, 

where development is slow, wages are low and unemployment is on the rise. The 

study remained situated at a juncture, when, the right to free and compulsory 

education, and, the concerns with regard to quality of education, are central, to policy 

makers and in the arena of academic discourse. The work is important because it has 

tried to uncover fascinated life of Meo girls at schools in contexts of resistance, 

relationship, identities and ways of being. It has captured the voice of experience, 

feelings and perception of Meo girls. The narratives provide rich description accounts 

of what Meo girls think and feel while at school. This is because, the environment of 

the school is not only created by the official discourse, rather, it is simultaneously 

constructed by the students, who brings meaning to the situation where they live, 

study, play and interact. This is why, the study also concerns the ideals that evolve 

and formulated, negotiated and expressed in everyday life of Meo girls at school.  

Seeking answers to the above mentioned questions, qualifies this study to be a 

descriptive research. The researcher adopted a systematic analytical approach to 

understand the problem. To unravel the research the problem was divided into two 

parts: (a) understanding the theoretical discourse that provided the base to understand 

ground realities pertaining to Meo girls’ situation and (b) examining the ground 

realities that were uncovered. It provided the researcher to explore the perceptions of 

teachers, students, parents and community members. The three geographical areas 

where the study was conducted were Taoru, Nuh and Punhana subdivisions of Mewat. 

Out of these areas one school each (2 girls’ school and 1 co-ed school) were chosen 

with 141 samples in totality. These included 60 Meo girl sample students, 18 sample 

teachers, 48 sample parents and 15 community members. The fieldwork and final 

round of data collection was completed in almost sixteen months from April 2016 to 

August 2017. Semi-Structured Interviews, Informal interactions, Focus Group 

Discussions, Observation, Projective writing and Conversations remained the main 

tools of data collection.  

The experience from the field shows that breaking the cultural boundaries the Meo 

girls are coming forward to receive education. However, due to institutional 

limitations they are finding it difficult to achieve their desired goals and accomplish 

their aspiration and worldview. Majority of Meo girl children aspire for better living 
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standards with bright future on the basis of education. Socio-cultural boundation, 

economic and financial constraint, institutional limitations, residential mobility and so 

on, contribute quite considerably to their educational debacle. The availability, 

accessibility, environment and inadequacy of schools, which could motivate them, 

and, lead them ahead in life, also play its role in demotivating Meo girl children. The 

traditional thought of family, such as, gender biases, stereotypes, unsupportive family 

members contribute to their educational plight. However, breaking these barriers Meo 

girl children show substantial positive inclination towards education.  

 

The present research will help to understand the social world of everyday life 

experiences that often remain uncaptured through the recording, and, analysis of 

empirical information. The research will help several other researchers, students, 

teachers, and all those working in the field of women’s education and marginalization 

so as to understand the embedded issues relating to women in general, and, Meo girls 

in particular, as it contributes to understand meaning-making in school processes. The 

researcher has tried to unpack and unravel the world of Meo girls as constructed in 

school life. Further, the study seeks to provide ‘alternative’ frame that will help to 

cater to a particular similar marginalized social groups. Since the exploration is 

situated around the ground realities, therefore, the policy makers could be benefited to 

unravel and unearth the basic issues, at intervention level, since, it provides 

pragmatic, and, an in-depth understanding relating to education of Meo girls. 

Furthermore, the linkages between experiences of Meo girls, and, their schooling has 

been traced out, which will help the readers in multiple ways- howsoever, they want 

to utilize the research. The factors taken in the research are potentially relevant and 

constitute the basis, due to which, educational development of Meo girls in India has 

not kept pace with the time.  
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lkj 

czsfdax ckmUMjht ,.M bLdsfiax ekjthuyhVh % ,u 
bUDok;jh buVw eh;ks xYtZ ,Dlihjh;al vkWQ jsflLVsal] 

Ldwfyax ,.M psat 

 
jkgr g;kr 

ih0,p0Mh0 LdkSyj 

izLrqr v/;;u esokrh yM+fd;ksa ls lacaf/kr gSA ;g v/;;u muds la?k"kZ] fo|ky;h f'k{kk ,oa 

muds }kjk lkaLd`frd lhekvksa dks rksM+us dh izfØ;kvksa dks le>us dk iz;kl djrk gSA 

vf/kdrj lekt 'kkL=h; v/;;uksa dk /;ku fo|ky; rFkk fo|ky;h f'k{kk esa gksus okyh 

izfØ;kvksa dh vksj jgrk gS ftlesa lekurk rFkk vlekurkvksa ds vuqHko] leku volj] 

xq.koRrk f'k{kk bR;kfn lfEefyr jgrs gSaA izLrqr v/;;u blh ifjizs{; esa fo|ky;h rFkk 

d{kk d{k dh mu izfØ;kvksa ij vk/kkfjr gS ftlesa fo|kFkhZ fnu&izfrfnu vuqHkoksa dks thrs gSa 

vkSj mu vuqHkoksa ij vU; f'k{kk'kkL=h;ksa vkSj 'kks/kdrkZvksa dk /;ku ugha tkrkA bu vuqHkoksa 

ds vUrxZr fo|kkFkhZ f'k{kdksa rFkk vU; fo|ky;h O;fDr;ksa ls tqM+dj vius f'k{kk laca/kh vFkksZa 

dk fuekZ.k djrs gSaS f'k{kk ds vuqHkoksa dks le>uk okLro esa f'k{kk ,oa f'k{kk O;oLFkk dh 

laiw.kZ izfØ;kvksa dk o`gr~ fo'ys"k.k gksrk gS ftleasaf'k{kk laca/kh igq¡p] xq.koRrk] lerk ,oa blh 

izdkj ds vU; vo;o tks buds varxZr fufgr gksrs gSa] mudk le>uk gksrk gSA vr% 

fo|ky; esa fo|kkfFkZ;ksa ds thou ds vuqHko egRoiw.kZ gks tkrs gSaA 

bl izdkj 'kks/kdehZ us Ldwy rFkk Ldwyh izfØ;kvksa dks le>us esa lfEefyr izfrHkkfx;ksa dks 

vFkkZr fo|kFkhZ] f'k{kd vfHkHkkod ,oa leqnk;&lnL; ds fopkjksa dks le>us dk iz;kl fd;k 

gS ftlds ihNs mn~ns';] lkekftd&jktuSfrd ,oa lkaLd`frd lanHkksZa dk fo'ys"k.k bl izdkj 

djuk Fkk fd ftlls fofHkUu fgr/kkjdksa }kjk fy,s tkus okys vFkksZa dks le>k tk lds] tSlk 

fdGiroux,oa Simon (2000:1541)ds vuqlkj Ldwy ,d ,slk LFkku gS tgk¡ **vFkksZa dh 

lajpuk] 'kfDr] vuqHkoksa ,oa igpku ds izdkjksa dh mit gS] ftUgsa muds jktuSfrd ,oa 

lkaLd`frd egRo esa le>us dh vko';drk gS**A vr% lkekftd] jktuSfrd ,oa lkaLd`frd 

nckcksa dh vksj /;ku nsuk vko';d gks tkrk gS tks fofHkUu lkekftd lanZHkksZa esa Ldwyh 

vuqHkoksa dks vkdkj nsrs gSaA 
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fofHkUu ,stafl;ksa }kjk Ldwyh izfØ;k dks le>kk tk ldrk gSA ftlesa ,d gS fo|kFkhZ 

ftldk Ldwy dh fu;ekofy;ksa ij iz'u [kM+k djuk] cxkor djuk rFkk mlds fo:) tkus 

;k vf/kdkj&uLr dks pqukSfr nsus dk le>k tk ldrk gSA nwljk rjhdk gS mu :iksa ,oa 

Hkwfedkvksa dks le>uk ftUgsa vcrd mtkxj ugha fd;k x;k gS] tksvHkh Hkh <ds&fNis gSa 

ijUrq ftudk izHkko fo|kfFkZ;ksa dh vuqHkwfr;ksa] joS;ksa] oSf'oxr vFkksZ bR;kfn ij lkQ ns[k tk 

ldrk gSA  

bl le> ds lkFk 'kks/kkFkhZ us Ldwy dh fofHkUu ,stafl;ksa dk fo'ys"k.k djus dk iz;kl fd;k 

gS tks fo|kfFkZ;ksa ds vuqHkoksa dks vkdkj nsrh gSA bl izdkj 'kks/kkfFkZ us esokrh yM+fd;ksa dh 

Nk=&laLd`fr dks [kksyus vksj tkuus dk iz;kl fd;k vkSj vfuok;Z ekukA ;g blfy,s Hkh 

egRoiw.kZ Fkk D;ksafd fo|kFkhZ fofHkUu rF;ksa dh cqfu;kn ij viuh vuqHkwfr dk fuekZ.k djrs gSa 

tks fd thou ds egRoiw.kZ i{kksa esa vge Hkwfedk fuHkkrh gSA Ldwyksa dk LFkku [kkldj esokr 

tSls bykds esa esokrh yM+fd;ksa dh vuqHkwfr dks vFkZ ,oa vkdkj nsrk gSA vr% fo|kkfFkZ;ksa dh 

vkokt+ksa dks lquuk] Ldwyh izfØ;kvksa ds varZxr fufeZr gksus okys vFkksa rFkk vuqHkwfr;ksa ,oa 

vkdka{kkvksa dks O;Dr djus ds fy,s egRoiw.kZ gks tkrk gSA rkfd bl ckr dk lgh fo'ys"k.k 

fd;k tk lds  fd fdl izdkj fo|kFkhZ Ldwy rFkk mldh izfØ;k ls laca/k LFkkfir djrs gSaA 

blfy, ;g le>uk vko';d gks tkrk gS fd esokrh yM+fd;ksa dh fofHkUu fpark,sa 

fnu&izfrfnu ds lanHkZ esa fdl izdkj O;Dr gksrh gSa? og dSls izfrfnu thou esa tw>rh gSa 

pkgs Ldwy esa gksa ;k ?kj esa? dSls og vius thou mn~ns';ksa dks le>rh gS? dSls f'k{kd] 

vfHkHkkod vkSj nwljs lnL; esokrh yM+fd;ksa ds vuqHkoksa esa vge Hkwfedk fuHkkrs gSa? fofHkUu 

O;oLFkkvksa ds lanHkZ esa igpku ds dkSuls :i fufeZr gksrs gSa? 

bu lanHkksZa esa izLrqr v/;;u Hkkjr esa esokrh yM+fd;ksa ij vk/kkfjr dj ,d O;fDrxr vkSj 

lkewfgd egRo ds vfLrRo ds lanHkZ esa fd;k x;k gSA ;g lh/ks vkSj ijks{k :i ls mudh 

igpku] Loara=rk] lekurk] vFkksaZ ds fuekZ.k rFkk thou&ifjfLFkfr;ksa ds lanHkZ esa mudh 

vdka{kkvksa ls lacaf/kr gSA vr% 'kks/kkFkhZ dk ;g ekuuk gS fd esokrh yM+fd;ksa dh f'k{kk dks 

muds lEiw.kZ lekt ds lanHkZ esa le>uk egRoiw.kZ gS tgk¡ fodkl /kheh xfr ls gksrk gS] 

esgurkuk de gS vkSj csjkst+xkjh viuh pje lhek esa gSA ;g v/;;u ,d ,sls le; esa fd;k 

x;k gS tc fu%'kqYd ,oa vfuok;Z f'k{kk] xq.koRrk f'k{kk uhfr fuekZrkvksa dh fpark dk fo"k; 

gSA ;g v/;;u blfy, Hkh egRoiw.kZ gks tkrk gS D;ksafd ;g esokrh yM+fd;ksa ds Ldwy ls 

lacaf/kr thou dks muds la?k"kksZa] laca/kksa] igpku thfor vuqHkoksa ds lanHkZ esa mtkxj djrk 
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gSA bl v/;;u ds rgr mudh Hkkoukvksa] vkokt+ksa ,oa vuqHkwfr;ksa dks lfEefyr fd;k x;k 

gSA bl v/;;u ds varxZr vk[;ku esokrh yM+fd;ksa dh Ldwy ds nkSjku fopkj ,oa Hkkoukvksa 

dh lEiw.kZ O;k[;k djrk gSA Ldwy dk okrkoj.k dsoy vkf/kdkfjd okrkZykiksa }kjk gh fufeZr 

ugha gksrk cfYd Nk=kvksa }kjk Hkh fufeZr gksrk gS tgk¡ og thrh] v/;;u djrh] [ksyrh vkSj 

ckrphr djrh gSaA ;gh dkj.k gS fd izLrqr v/;;u dk fuekZ.k bl izdkj fd;k x;k gS fd 

ftlesa dbZ vkn'kZ mHkjrs gSa] curs gSa] e/;LFkrrk LFkkfir djrs gSa vksj esokrh yM+fd;ksa ds 

izfrfnu thou esa ifjyf{kr gksrs gSaA  

mijksDr en~nksa vksj iz'uksa ds tokc <¡<+us ds fy,s izLrqr v/;;u dks fooj.kkRed 'kks/k ds 

varxZr fd;k x;k gSA bl v/;;u esa eqn~nksa dks le>us ds fy,s O;ofLFkr fo'ys"k.kkred 

ifjfof/k dk mi;ksx fd;k x;k gSA 'kks/k dks nks Hkkxksa esa fd;k x;k ¼d½ igys Hkkx esa 

lSa)kfUrd dkjdksa dks le>dj okLrfodrkvksa dk vk/kkj cuk;k x;k ftlls esokrh yM+fd;ksa 

dh ifjfLFkfr;ksa dks le>k tk ldsA ¼[k½ t+ehuh okLrfodrkvksa dks bl izdkj [kksyk x;k 

ftlls 'kks/kkfFkZ dks fo|kfFkZ;ksa] f'k{kdksa vfHkHkkodksa vkSj leqnk;&lnL;ksa dh vuqHkwfr;ksa dks 

le>us vkSj [kkstus esa enn feysA blesa rhu HkkSxksfyd esokrh iz[k.Mksa vFkkZr rkoM+w] uwg 

vkSj iqUgkuk dks 'kkfey fd;k x;kA izR;sd iz[k.M ls ,d fo|ky; dk p;u fd;k x;kA ¼2 

dU;k fo|ky; ,oa 1 lg&f'k{kk fo|ky;½ vr% 141 dk lEiw.kZ vkn'kZ fy;k x;k ftlesa 60 

esokrh yM+fd;k¡] 18 f'k{kd] 48 vfHkHkkod rFkk 15 leqnk; lnL; 'kkfey gSaA 'kks/k dk 

dk;Z{ks= yxHkx 16 lIrkg esa vFkkZr vizSy 2016 ls vxLr 2017 rd iw.kZ fd;k x;kA 

vk¡dM+ksa dk laxzsg.k djus ds fy, v/kZlajfpr lk{kkRdkj] vukSipkfjd okrkZyki] Qksdl lewg 

ppkZ] voyksdu] izkstsfDVo ys[ku rFkk ckrphr tSls midj.kksa dk iz;ksx fd;k x;kA  

dk;Z{ks= vuqHkoksa ls ;g izkIr gksrk gS fd esokrh yM+fd;k¡ viuh lkaLd`frd lhekvksa dks 

rksM+dj f'k{kk izkIr djus vk jgh gSa rFkkfi laLFkkxr vuqiyC/krk ,oa dfe;ksa ds dkj.k mUgsa 

viuh bPNkvksa ,oa vkdka{kkvksa dh iwfrZ esa fnDdrksa dk lkeuk djuk iM+rk gSA vf/kdrj 

esokrh yM+fd;k¡ f'k{kk ds ek/;e ls ,d lqugjs Hkfo"; ,oa thou mRFkku dh dkeuk djrh 

gSaA ijUrq vkfFkZd fnDdrsa] lkekftd lkaLd`frd lhek,sa] laLFkkxr dfe;k¡] vkoklh; 

xfr'khyrk mudh 'kSf{kd ijkt; dk dkj.k curh gSA Ldwyksa dh vuqifLFkfr] igq¡p vkSj 

okrkoj.k Hkh mudh vkxs c<+us dh izsj.kk dks de dj nsrk gSA ifjokjksa ds fyax lac/kh 

:f<+oknh fopkj] vlg;ksxh joS;k Hkh mudh f'k{kkbZ fnDdrksa dks nqxuk dj nsrk gSA rFkkfi 
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bu lkjh lhekvksa dks rksM+dj esokrh yM+fd;k¡ f'k{kk ds izfr vius ldkjkRed >qdko dks 

n'kkZrh gSA  

izLrqr v/;;u ml lekth nqfu;ka dks le>us dk iz;kl djrk gS tks izfrfnu thou ds 

fofHkUu vuqHkoksa esa th tkrh gS ij vuqHkkfod lwpukvksa ds laxszg.k vkSj fo'ys"k.k ls vNwrh 

gSaA ;g v/;;u fofHkUu 'kks/kkfFkZ;ksa] f'k{kdksa] fo|kfFkZ;ksa dks lgk;rk djsxk tks efgyk f'k{kk 

ij dk;Z dj jgs gSaA ;g v/;;u esokrh yM+fd;ksa dh Ldwyh thou dh t+ehuh 

okLrfodrkvksa dks mtkxj djrk gS vr% eqn~nksa dks tkuØus vkSj le>us esa enn djsxkA 

'kks/k esa fy,s x,s lEiw.kZ vk;ke egRoiw.kZ gsa vkSj esokrh yM+fd;ksa dh f'k{kk dks le>us esa 

,d vk/kkj izLrqr djsaxsA 


