ABSTRACT

The socio-economic positioning of Dalit women in social-order of India, can’t be determined
without considering the caste category from which they belong and their economic status,
both of which goes hand-in-hand. It is very difficult to draw a commonality or generalization
about the limitations which they face in different realms of the social order, as many
primordial identities like caste, community and sometimes, region crisscross the larger
framework into many fragments. Women as a class must be seen, not as a homogeneous
category, but rather as individuals from various areas of the populace as per the distinctions

in their levels of social presence.

Many a times exclusion may also take the form of cultural marginalization, a process in
which certain forms of values, norms, and living ways are accepted as set ideals and
respected in the society. Galtung says, when society absorbs a culture which accept the
subjugation of a group of people, it becomes structural violence. For example, purity and
impurity in terms of caste, domination and subordination in terms of gender takes the form of
cultural violence which gets converted into structural violence over a period of time. They are
not considered as part of dominant cultural construct of society and are placed at the lower
ranking in hierarchically arranged social relations. Thus, the exclusion in cultural terms is
imbibed in the social structure. Due to this structural violence against Dalits and Dalit
women, they are incapable of participating in economic, social and political processing of
society. This denial to participate in social decision-making leads to the relative deprivation
in other areas and human poverty. Amartya Sen talks about a different concept of social
exclusion. He says that “unfavourable inclusion” in various areas of life through unequal
treatment may bring some serious effects as “unfavourable exclusion” would bring. Dalit
women are ‘unfavourably included’ in the socio-economic construct through the differential
treatment as they are included in the society to do the jobs which dominant castes do not

perform.

Keeping these premises as the basis, the present study looks to analyze comparative elements
of women belonging to dalit and non-dalit classifications of the society and locate the relative
positioning of Dalit women from three different perspective and these are, the gender
construct, the caste construct and the intersectionality of these two. Three primary viewpoints
identified with Dalit women’s status for example social, economical and political have been

the focal points of the present study. The theoretical framework which has been adopted to



comprehend Dalit women’s situation, is Dalit discourse and discourse of marginalization and

exclusion of Dalit women.

Empirical evidences from the field have been collected with an objective to assess the socio-
economic and political positioning of Dalit women in Haryana in general and specifically in
Sonipat district, to find out the nature of subjugation and structural violence and the role of
the dominant cultural construct for the Dalit women. The Sonipat district is divided into
seven blocks. The three blocks have been selected for the study. Purposive Random Sampling
methods are being used for the selection of the blocks and villages therein. Areas are chosen
according to the proportion of Dalit community in respect to the population there. It includes
villages like Pabnera from Murthal block, Haryana Kalan from Sonipat Block, Patti Kalana
from Gohana block. These are the villages that have Dalit population above 40%. Out of
these 3 villages 34 respondents were selected on the basis of purposive random sampling.
This study was conducted during the covid-19 period, hence a limited number of respondents

can be taken into consideration.

To understand the social construct, the factors which have been chosen by the researcher to
study the social positioning of Dalit women, are education and health. For investigating
economical viewpoint, researcher has selected participation of Dalit women as agricultural
labor, domestic labor and participation in other works. To evaluate the political viewpoint,
political participation of Dalit women in State Legislative Assemblies and local bodies has
been taken into consideration. Along with that crime rate against Dalit women is also a focal

point of the present study.

The present study is a region-based study limited to the cultural construct of three sampled
villages of Sonipat district. So, it cannot be applied to the whole of Haryana and cannot be

universalized.

The findings of the present study reveal that as far as the economic parameters are concerned,
the situation of women in Haryana is quite precarious. However, it emerged from the data
that work participation of women in particular spheres is quite less than the male workforce
participation. This public and private division of labour hampers the economic status of
women in India. But Dalit women along with division of labor between public and private
sphere are more deprived because of the division of labor on the caste basis. In all the three
sampled villages, women who work as the agricultural labor and domestic worker belong to

scheduled castes only. However, no woman from upper caste communities, irrespective of



the fact that many of them belong to poor families, in all the three sampled villages was
found to be working as domestic worker or agricultural labour. In villages where Dalit
families are wealthy enough, Dalit women would often do such works in which the presence
of upper caste women could not be marked. For example, in Patti Kailana village, mostly
Dalit families are wealthy enough but it emerged from the field study that Dalit women
would help upper caste families as domestic help very often in some functions and during
marriages. Whereas in Pabnera village, mostly families are poor including the upper caste
families of the village however, it emerged that only Dalit women would be engaged in
works such as agricultural labour. Therefore, caste character plays a more significant role in

Dalit women’s marginalization than the class character.

It was observed during the field study that due to some historical reasons and economic
processes some specific caste communities from schedules castes like Chamars, have been
able to uplift their economic status and also trying to uplift their social status in caste
hierarchical system. Instead of providing leadership to the other oppressed castes, these
economically uplifted caste communities are utilizing their new status in asserting their
authority against other scheduled castes. Therefore, as Shah points out, there are Dalits within
the Dalits. This multilayered hierarchy within the Dalits itself hampers any unity among
themselves. It was even pointed out by many of the respondents in Harsana Kalan village,
that Dalits are now fragmented among themselves. This is the reason that upper castes are
now more dominating in the village than before. The unbending demeanor against women is
supported by the predominant approved patriarchal culture in Haryana which isn't just the
trademark elements of upper caste groups regularly called the dominant groups but on the
other hand is viewed as amazingly obvious among the educated segments of scheduled
castes. For example, in political realm, the presence of Dalit women is negligible on the
unreserved seats and on the seats which are reserved for scheduled castes only. It indicates
that within scheduled castes the patriarchal construct is even more stringent because of low
literacy rate and this implies double subjugation on Dalit women. Dalit women therefore,
have to face multiple exclusion because of caste, class and patriarchy.
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